BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
the fourth seat. We soon got into conversation; for it was
very remarkable of Johnson, that the presence of a stranger
was no restraint upon his talk. I observed that Garrick, who
was about to quit the stage, would soon have an easier life.
JOHNSON. 'I doubt that, Sir.9 BOSWELL. 'Why, Sir, he
will be Atlas with the burthen off his back.5 JOHNSON. 'But
I know not, Sir, if he will be so steady without his load. How-
ever, he should never play any more, but be entirely the
gentleman, and not partly the player: he should no longer
subject himself to be hissed by a mob, or to be insolently
treated by performers, whom he used to rule with a high
hand, and who would gladly retaliate.' BOSWELL. 'I think
he should play once a year for the benefit of decayed actors,
as it has been said he means to do.9 JOHNSON. 'Alas, Sir! he
will soon be a decayed actor himself.'
Johnson expressed his disapprobation of ornamental
architecture, such as magnificent columns supporting a por-
tico, or expensive pilasters supporting merely their own
capitals, because it consumes labour disproportionate to its
utility.' For the same reason he satyrised statuary. Tainting
(said he) consumes labour not disproportionate to its effect;
but a fellow will hack half a year at a block of marble to make
something in stone that hardly resembles a man. The value
of statuary is owing to its difficulty. You would not value the
finest head cut upon a carrot.9
I mentioned Mr Burke. JOHNSON. Yes; Burke is an
extraordinary man. His stream of mind is perpetual.9 It is
very pleasing to me to record, that Johnson's high estimation
of die talents of this gentleman was uniform from their early
acquaintance. Sir Joshua Reynolds informs me, that when
Mr Burke was first elected a member of Parliament, and Sir
John Hawkins expressed a wonder at his attaining a seat,
Johnson said, *Now we who know Burke, know, that he will
be one of the first men in this country.' And once, when John-
son was ill, and unable to exert himself as much as usual
without fatigue, Mr Burke having been mentioned, he said,
That fellow calls forth all my powers. Were I to see Burke
now, it would kill me.9 So much was he accustomed to con-
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